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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

No. X. 



SEPTEMBER, 1836. 



Article I. 

GENERAL LAMAR'S ADDRESS TO THE ARMY 
OF TEXAS. 

This is an address to the soldiers of Texas, by M. B. La- 
mar, on occasion of taking the command as Major General. 

Of the nature of the contest between the Texians and Mex- 
icans there are different opinions. Some regard it as rebel- 
lion ; others, as resistance to intolerable tyranny. The latter 
is what the Texians claim it to be. But the events appealed 
to for the purpose of exciting the sympathies of the people of the 
United States, have occurred since the contest began. They 
are not the causes of the contest, but an incidental part of it 
The atrocities of Santa Anna chill the blood ; but it was not 
these which first led the Texians to take up arms. The first 
beginnings of the strife cease to be longer regarded ; and it 
seems to derive its character in public estimation, not from its 
origin, but from the acts of the combatants. All this, howev- 
er, does not affect our present purpose; which is briefly to no- 
tice the address of General Lamar. 
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The address begins : — 

" Soldiers op Texas — On assuming the glorious responsibility of 
leading you to the field of battle, I am deeply impressed with grat- 
itude for the trust confided, and feel most vividly, that to command 
an army of heroes in the cause freedom, is the highest of all privi- 
leges, and to conduct it to victory is the most enduring and exalted 
honour." 

No jurisconsult, or moralist, attempts to justify either war, or 
the use of force by civil government, except as acts purely de- 
fensive, and demanded by an imperious, inevitable, though 
most deplorable necessity. But what would be thought of a 
general assuming the command of an army to quell a rebel- 
lion against a just and good government, who should say : — 
" Fellow Soldiers, I feel most vividly that to command an army 
of heroes in the cause of government, is the highest of all priv- 
ileges." Mark the language ; — it is not, I feel most vividly, 
the necessity of sustaining the law, and appreciate the impor- 
tance of the service, imposed on me, in guiding you to the dis- 
charge of a duty so dreadful, and yet so imperious, but I vivid- 
ly feel that it is the highest of all privileges. 

Or to take another case, the same in principle, what would 
you think of the sheriff, who on placing himself at the head of 
his deputies to proceed to the execution of a number of crimin- 
als, should say, I feel, most vividly, that to conduct you, my 
brave deputies, in the cause of criminal justice, is the highest of 
all privileges ? 

The magnitude of the interests at stake in these supposed 
cases, may not perhaps be so great, as in the actual case in 
question, but that does not alter the nature of the service to be 
performed. It may be different in degree, but it is not, in char- 
acter. If it be privilege in the one case, it is privilege in the 
other. 

" And to conduct it, (the army of heroes) to victory, says 
the General, is the most enduring and exalted honour." 

Observe, it is the victory which makes the glory. Did then 
those who fell at Thermopylae acquire less glory than those 
who conquered at Marathon? Were those who retreated 
from Bunker covered with a fainter lustre than those who cap- 
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tured at Yorktown 1 Is the name of Hale, who, executed as a 
spy, lamented that he had but one life to lay down for his 
country, associated with less honourable recollections than the 
name of Arnold, who lived to fight for, and also to betray, his 
country ? To hazard life, fortune, and every thing which man 
holds dear, for the sake of accomplishing great and good re- 
sults, is glorious indeed, and equally so, whether we accomplish 
them or not. — Think you that those who laid down their lives 
to establish the Christian religion, acquired a glory less endu- 
ring and exalted, than he who conquered the world 1 Whose 
is the glory that shall shine like the stars for ever and ever ? 
This glory, independent of motive, independent of virtue — is a 
phantom. Reason and Religion rebuke it, and ere the domin- 
ion of peace shall be established, it will down at their bid- 
ding. 

The address continues : — 

" The enemy who so recently retired, terrified, from our borders, 
are about to countermarch upon us with reinforcements formida- 
ble in count, but feeble in spirit and puissance. They come for the 
hellish purpose of desolating the loveliest of a thousand lands, and 
staining our luxuriant fields with the blood of the cultivators. 

" Confident of numbers, they hope to gain by overwhelming 
force, that which they cannot achieve by valour, They boast 
that they will retrieve the late inglorious defeat of their aims, or 
perish in the attempt ; that they will drive us beyond the Sabine, 
or give us a grave this side. You, soldiers, know the futi.ity of 
4heir vain-glorious boastings, as well as the ferocious character of 
their warfare. 

" Their cruelty and perfidy were sufficiently exemplified in their 
horrid massacres at Bexar, and La Bahia, whilst their shameful 
route and discomfiture at the San Jacinto, stand as a perpetual 
monum nt of their unexampled pusillanimity and d^sardly con- 
duct. Audacious Monsters! That they have the willingness to 
murder is apparent — their ability to conquer they never have 
shown, Their numbers can avail them nothing ; and their threats 
of extermination, instead of intimidating, only invigorate the 
nerve-s of the bold and free. Let them come. Their return is hail- 
ed with joy by every manly voice in Texas." 

Observe, " they come for the hellish purpose of desolating 
the loveliest of a thousand lands, and staining our luxuriant 
fields with the blood of the cultivators," and yet, "let them 
«ome, their return is hailed icith joy by every manly voice in 
Texas." But we soon see why it is hailed with joy. It af- 
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fords to the commander of heroes an opportunity of exercising 
his high privilege. 

" Another opportunity is afforded to vindicate our rights and 
avenge our wrongs. The greater the force, the richer the har- 
vest.'' 

The more there are in number, the more we shall have the 
high privilege of killing. This is what is meant by command- 
ing an army of heroes in the cause of freedom. 

" Though ever}' blade of grass on the banks of the Bravo, bristle 
into a bayonet, it shall not save them." 

Bravo ! Bravo ! General ! this is in the very highest style 
of heroism. 

" The very glance of a freeman's eye, is a blazing shield of Per- 
seus to the monsters of tyranny." 

Equally classical and heroic. 

" They have to fly, or fall before the wrath of an injured people, 
nerved in the cause of Liberty and Vengeance." 

What a conjunction of names ! Liberty and Vengeance ! 
What mote fiend-like ! Nerved in the cause of Liberty and 

TENGEANCE ! 

Here we have the cause of the Texians declared by the Ma- 
jor General of their army to be, not the cause of Liberty alone, 
for that would not suffice, but also the cause of Vengeance. 
I3 this the cause which hundreds of our young men, (a noble 
set, fine fellows they are said to be,) are marching to Texas to 
sustain ! Language like this is enough to thrill the nerves 
of a Christian man with horrour. "Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saith the Lord." For a frail mortal to undertake the 
office of dealing out vengeance upon his fellow beings, how 
audacious the assumption ! 

A certain editor undertakes to forestall public opinion in re- 
gard to this address by prefacing its insertion into his paper 
with the following remarks : — 

" The address of M. B. Lamar to the Texian troops, upon his 
taking command, as Major General, is well calculated to infuse 
into them a spirit of zeal and patriotism. Such addresses should 
not be judged of by the cold eye of criticism — but looked at in the 
light only for which they are intended, [for what light are they in- 
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tended ?] — and thus regarded, we do not think that the late Texi- 
an Secretary at War could adopt a more felicitous manner and 
style, than he has in his different communications to the Tex- 
ians." 

We suppose that the editor means by " looking at them in 
the light for which they are intended," regarding them with 
reference to the object which the writer had in view. If 
that object was to infuse into the army, a love of their 
country, a zeal to labour and suffer in her cause, and that from 
patriotic motives, we are not so happy as to agree with him in 
opinion. For such a purpose, we think the late Texian Sec- 
retary at War might have adopted a style and manner much 
more felicitous. But to arouse the malignant passions, to stir 
up whatever there is of the tiger in the human breast, for such 
an object, we know not how the style and manner could have 
been improved. To hail the return of the enemy with joy, to 
count the riches of the harvest of human lives, to speak of be- 
ing nerved in the cause of Liberty and Vengeance, is, for such 
a purpose, perfectly felicitous. 

" Soldiers! — your country calls you to her defence. Tour homes, 
your firesides — the scenes of your former joys, and future antici- 
pations; all the endearments of domestic happiness, and all the 
hopes of future competence and peace, summon you to the 
field." 

" Your country calls you to her defence." Poor fellows ! — 
The greater part of them have no country. They have forsa- 
ken their country, and ijone to enter as adventurers in this 
cause of " liberty and vengeance." The whole Texian army 
amounts to only about three thousand men. How many of 
them are adventurers from the United States, any one can 
judge who has read the accounts in the public journals, for 
some months past, of volunteers raised and equipped in these 
United States, and marching for Texas. A single correspond- 
ent of a New-Orleans paper, writes June 30th : — 

" We sent down in the Transport, on Sunday last, one hundred 
and fifty volunteers from Ohio ; to-morrow two hundred and twen- 
ty hunters of Kentucky, (a noble set,) will leave to join the army. 
Colonel Felix Houston crossed above, and has gone down with a 
fine regiment of Tennesseans." 
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An officer in the Texian army in a letter to the editors of 
the Journal of Commerce, dated March 9th, says : — 

"It is impossible to give you any idea of the manner in which 
our little army has been influenced by the politics of the country ; 
though most of them are strangers to it, and consequently unable 
to realize the motives which actuate the different parties." 

Observe the writer says of the army of Texas at that time — 
Most of them are strangers to it, (the country.) The fire of 
patriotism must burn very ardently in an army of men, most 
of whom are strangers to the country. The same writer re- 
marks : — 

"On the 24th of January 1836, the Georgia Battalion of volun- 
teers, in which I held a responsible office, sailed from the Brassos, 
under the command of Col. J. W. Fannin, Jr." 

The Georgia Battalion of Volunteers — another intima- 
tion who are the soldiers which compose the Texian army. 
There is scarcely a line of intelligence from Texas but what 
speaks of the Volunteers from the United States, and in 
such a manner that on the whole we must conclude that the 
army of Texas has been, and is, in a great measure com- 
posed of such volunteers. 

In the New- York Observer of June 4th, we find the follow- 
ing information : — 

" About five hundred men well equipped, started from Natchez 
on the 7th ult., under command of Gen. Felix Houston, (the fine 
regiment of Tennesseans spoken of above, we presume) to join the 
Texian army at Harrisburgh. Three or four hundred are expect- 
ed to follow. These with the forces under Colonel Quitman, and 
those expected under General Green, will augment the forces of 
Texas so as to expel the Mexican army beyond the Rio Grande. 

Among the troops destined to Texas are a company of Kentucky 
riflemen, under Captain Wigginton, consisting of seventy-eight 
men. 

A fleet of nine vessels, four of which are armed, with a fine steam- 
boat, mounting seven guns, and seven hundred men, were to 
leave Natchez for Texas, via the Red River, May 14th. 

The ladies of Cincinnati propose to make seventy-five pairs of 
pantaloons, and seventy-five hunting shirts for the volunteer corps 
about leaving that for Texas." 

We might continue to cite, — but it is unnecessary. Ob- 
serve that the whole Texian army has never been more than 
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about three thousand men, and read the weekly reports in our 
papers of volunteers from the United States, marching in 

companies of hundreds, to that " garden of the world," and 

then attend to the exhortation : — 

" Soldiers! — Your country calls you to her defence. Your homes, 
your firesides — the scenes of your former joys, and future anticipa- 
tions; all the endearments of domestic hjppiness, and all the hopes 
of future competence and peace, summon you to the field." 

Your country, (the United States,) your homes, your fire 
sides, (in Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Ohio,) — 
all the endearments of domestic happiness, (your fathers, moth- 
ers, brothers, sisters, wives and children, in those states,) all 
these summon you to fight the Mexicans in Texas ! This is 
patriotism with a vengeance ! It well deserves the adornment 
of " pantaloons and hunting shirts." 

" You are summoned too, by the spirits of Travis and Fannin, 
and their gallant companions, whose blood has cemented the foun- 
dations of our freedom. Their flesh has been food for the raven, 
and their bones have been whitening on the prairies, until your 
pious patriotism gathered their scattered relics, with decent sep- 
ulchral honours to a soldier's grave. But their glorified spirits 
still hovering around the home of their patriotic devotion, call upon 
you to sustain the independence which they have consecrated by 
their martyrdom, and to recompense, with merited vengeance, the 
wrongs they have endured from a perfidious and dastard ene- 
my." 

And who were Travis and Fannin and their gallant com- 
panions 1 Citizens of the United States. What carried them 
to Texas 1 Patriotism ; that is their love for the United States. 
And the pious love of other citizens of the United States for 
their country induced them to " gather their relics, with decent 
sepulchral honours, to a soldiers' grave." But we mistake. 
Their patriotism was not a love for their native, but for their 
adopted country, that is for " the mile square of land in this gar- 
den of the world," offered to those who will conquer it from the 
Mexicans ; a love so strong that " their glorified spirits still 
hover around the home of their patriotic devotion." But what 
is it that has glorified their spirits 1 Their " martyrdom" we 

suppose ; — that martyrdom by which they consecrated (made 

6 * 
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holy) an independence ! Fannin and his companions, mar- 
tyrs ! They could not help it. They had no choice. Their 
brutal enemy were shooting them down before they had the 
least intimation of their doom. 

Their death was cruel, but was it meritorious ? If so there 
was merit in that over which they had no control. If there 
was any martyrdom in the case, it consisted in enlisting into 
the Texian cause, and thus voluntarily exposing their lives. 
And if this was martyrdom, their surviving fellow volunteers 
are equally martyrs with themselves. Their spirits too are 
glorified. 

" And to recompence with merited vengeance, the wrongs they 
have endured from a perfidious and dastard enemy." 

Not self-defence — not punishment for the sake of prevention, 
and example, but vengeance — a pure returning of evil for 
evil. 

The remaining part of the address is in a similar strain. 

"Shall the call be made in vain? Shall we turn a deaf ear to the 
voice of our country [the mile square,] and the beseeching cries of our 
murdered brethren? Surely, there can be no one so insensible to guilt 
and shame as to look with indifference upon the desolation of his own 
country. If their be so foul a blot upon humanity — if their be one in the 
whole limits of our land who is mean enough, when his home is invaded 
by an insolent foe, to seek safety in dishonourable flight, I would say to 
him, detested recreant ! retire to the shades of irii'amy, and sully no 
more a beautiful land, whose blessings belong to the brave and virtuous." 

There is meaning in this. The real Texians, when the 
country was invaded, fled ; and left its defence to the more pa- 
triotic volunteers. The same officer of the Texian army from 
whose letter of March 9th, to the editors of the Journal of 
Commerce we have quoted before, says : " and with this hand- 
ful of six or seven hundred volunteers, we are left by the gen- 
erous Texians to roll back the tide of invasion from their 
soil." But to return to the address : — 

" Let then every patriot and soldier, every worthy citizen, who 
abhors the name of traitor, and contemns the vile epithet of 
coward, rally to the call promptly, around the unfurled banner of 
freedom — let him repair with impatient zeal to the theatre of his 
nation's glory, and there snatch upon the brink of danger, fame for 
himself, and safety for his country. The dastard who lingers be- 
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hind, may live to fatten upon the fruits of his recreancy, but 
when he dies, he rots in infamy to the joy of all— whilst the noble 
hero who makes his bosom the bulwark of a people's liberty, will 
find a rich reward for toil and valour, in the thanks of a grateful 
land, and the smiles of its high-toned beauty. If he fall in the holy 
cause, he will still survive in the affections of his comrades, and 
his name will gather glory with the flight of ages. 

" Each little rill, each mountain river, 
Rolls, mingled with his fame forever." 

Citizens of the Red Lands ! You are looked to for aid in this sec- 
ond struggle for Independence. Your contributions, heretofore, 
have not been proportionate to your population. Few of you 
have participated in the toils and glory of the strife. Your homes 
have been exempt from the calamities of war. For that exemp- 
tion you are indebted to the gallantry of your more exposed and 
suffering countrymen. Whatever circumstances may have re- 
strainet you before, there can remain no reasons to withhold you 
now. We know your courage. Your skill in arms is familiar to 
us all. Your country requires the immediate exhibition of both — 
let both be displayed when the great and decisive battle which is 
pending shall be fought — and Texas is free, sovereign and inde- 
pendent ! Hold not back, I adjure you, by every principle of hon- 
our, of gratitude, and of patriotism. If any man amongst you 
prove a recreant now, let him be stigmatized *, treat him as an 
outcast; and let a nation's contempt rest like a black cloud upon 
his name. The call en masse let all obey, and all will be well." 

Such is a specimen of the language of glorious War. 
Such are the motives to which it appeals ; such, the incitements 
which it employs, to accomplish its designs. Patriotism, Lib- 
erty and Vengeance, prompt to the strife ; glory awaits the 
conquerors, disgrace, the conquered ; the spirits of the fallen, 
whether in victory, or in martyrdom to the perfidious cruelty of 
the enemy, are sanctified ; and passing to the enjoyment of 
celestial bliss in the mid-heavens, still hover around the spot 
where the survivors continue the work of consecrating and 
glorifying yet other spirits, who ascending to that celestial 
eminence shall join in cheering on the process by which still 
other spirits are preparing to follow them. For those to whom 
fate denies to ascend into the heavens above, the earth beneath 
shall bloom with a more refreshing verdure, the flowers shall 
breathe forth a sweeter fragrance ; their countrymen shall greet 
them with acclamations of gratitude — and their country women 
with the smiles of beauty. Even the blessed shall partake in 
their earthly rewards ; their fame shall forever roll mingled 
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with every brook, with every little rill, which has been stained 
with their blood ; and their names, borne on the whispering 
breezes of a nation's gratitude, shall descend to the remotest 
times. Behold the guerdon offered to those who will adven- 
ture in the cause of " liberty and vengeance !" 

In quest of this nobler game, bear hunters of the west, and 
fortune hunters of the east, and office hunters of the south, de- 
serting their accustomed fields of chase, thither bend their 
course. The beauty of the land plies its fairy fingers in out- 
fitting those who are soon to bask in the smiles of more " high- 
toned" charms. But the boon is held forth to no one class of 
men ; the hunted as well as the hunting, the pursued as well 
as the pursuing, all — all are invited to come. 

It is natural to expect that persons so patriotic in their mo- 
tives, and incited by such blissful prospects, having reached the 
destined field, -will soon signalize themselves by feats worthy 
of their character and their hopes. Nor is the expectation dis- 
appointed. A special courier advancing at swiftest speed pro- 
claims to the prosing countrymen they have left behind, the 
glorious news. The echoing press, forthwith resounds from 
the south to the north, from the east to the west, with the cry 

Of GLORIOUS NEWS — GLORIOUS NEWS. 

The bosoms of the patriotic lovers of "liberty and ven- 
geance," are penetrated as with an electric thrill ; the sewing 
circles again ply their needles — the little squads of politicians re- 
pair to their accustomed haunts — the citizens assemble — Tam- 
many groans with the pressure of the thronging multitudes — old 
orators express their satisfaction ; young orators, their admira- 
tion ; and all unite in extending to the gallant people so youth- 
ful in age, and yet so old in glory, the encouragement of their 
wishes nd their prayers. But this is not all. Members of 
legislative assemblies, mayors, and aldermen, senators and 
representatives, declare their high gratification at the successful 
progress of the struggle — and as if to make it manifest beyond 
all doubt, a >| o'nt a public dinner — eat to the glory already ac- 
quired, and drink, in anticipation of that which is to come. 
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This, fellow citizens, Americans of the United States, 
is the way in which your children, spectators of these things, 
are to grow up in the principles and the practice of the peace- 
ful religion of the gospel ; and this too is the way in which the 
approach of that day is to be hastened, when wars shall cease 
from the earth. 



Article II. 

INFLUENCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF HONESTY IL- 
LUSTRATED IN THE LIFE OF SWARTZ. 

BY THE EDITOR. 

The history of European transactions in India, abounds in 
illustrations of that which puts enmity between nations, and ex- 
cites them to destroy each other. Establishments made by 
fraud or violence — sales and countersales of states and princes 
— treaties formed, and as if by necessary consequence, violated 
— dissensions sowed, and animosities fomented — the conflagra- 
tions of war enkindled — and all in order to descend, amid the 
confusion and distress thus occasioned, with harpy hands, upon 
the treasures of the country — such are some of the traits in a 
picture drawn, half a century since, of the conduct of Europe- 
ans in Hindostan.* The spirit of avarice, more heanless in its 
nature, and more withering in its consequences than the spirit 
of conquest and the lust of power, had been destructive to the 
country, even beyond the irruptions and ravages of Arabs, Tar- 
tars, and Persians.f 

The nations of Europe, known to the Hindoos under the 
general denomination of Christians, professing to be governed by 

* Burke— Speech on Mr. Fox's East India Bill. 

t We believe that within the last fifty years, things have greatly changed in 
India, and that the rule of the East India Company has been on the whole, 
highly beneficent. 



